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Abstract

The compilation of religious educational books for children and adolescents has a long history in Iran. Religious edu-
cational illustrations for children have distinctive features in several aspects, the study of which can pave the way for
the future path of this field of art. Religious topics and concepts, due to their subjective and abstract nature, require a
specific type of illustration. The importance of research on the illustration of these books lies in the evolution of the
visual language that has occurred in them. Accordingly, the historical evolution of these illustrations in Iran from the
beginning of the emergence of this particular type from the late Qajar period to the present is the focus of this research.
The research population includes elementary school religious books in Iran that contain illustrations, and the bases of
analysis include the visual style and execution methods (techniques) used in these works. The research method of this
research is descriptive-analytical and the method of collecting library-field information. The question is: What devel-
opments have taken place in the illustration of religious textbooks for children and adolescents in Iran from the Qajar
period to the present? Studies have shown that these illustrations include five general periods, , and its illustration
style is recognizable: 1. From the early Qajar period to 1276 AH, 2. From 1276 to 1345 AH, 3. From 1345 to 1357 AH,
4. From 1358 to 1377 AH, 5. From 1378 to 1400 AH, each of which has undergone serious changes and distinctions in
terms of the dominant visual style and more obvious execution methods than the previous and subsequent periods.
The first illustrations were generally published without books and specific dimensions in the form of Eid-e-Sazi prints.
After that, black-and-white and monochrome prints were gradually replaced. Since 1358, multi-color prints with a
youthful Vibrant have dominated. Since 1999, the use of images in comparison to text has been accompanied by a wide
variety of visual styles and techniques
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Introduction .1

Teaching religious concepts to children is a spe-
cial and challenging phenomenon due to the
subjective nature of its supernatural themes.
Image is one of the most important tools for
conveying any message, illustrating religious
textbooks for the age group of children and ad-
olescents can play a very effective and key role
in educational and nurturing goals. The effect
of illustration for better understanding of the
text and increasing the attractiveness of topics
for children and adolescents has been proven
in various field and theoretical research for all
subjects and everywhere in the world, but in
each field and subject, it requires its own some-
times unique characteristics and features. The
main challenge is that religious textbooks often
contain artistic and abstract concepts, and the
audience of these books can hardly communi-
cate with abstract and artistic concepts due to
their age. For this reason, the art of illustration
can help to understand and comprehend these
religious concepts by utilizing sciences such as
visual communication and concretizing them,
making the learning and education process
attractive and enjoyable, and having the great-
est impact on the students Illustration of reli-
gious textbooks for children and adolescents
in the primary education system in Iran has al-
ways been one of the most challenging artistic
themes topics. Due to the abstract content of the
topics, it has received a lot of attention from the
beginning of the Qajar era to the present, but it
has never been addressed in a specialized man-
ner. Accordingly, this research seeks to answer
this question: What developments have taken
place in the illustration of religious textbooks
for children and adolescents in Iran since the
Qajar era in terms of visual style and execution
method? It seems that with the growth of tech-
nology and the expansion of drawing, printing,
and reproduction tools, major developments
have taken place in the illustration of religious

Literature Review .2

The subject of the present study, despite its im-
portance and necessity, has received less atten-
tion from researchers. By examining the availa-
ble sources, we can point out some of the most
important studies and works that are close to
the research problem. For example, Jamal al-

Din Akrami (2005) in a study titled “Illustra-
tion in Religious Literature for Children and
Adolescents”, after reviewing the history of Ira-
nian illustration from the pre-Islamic era to the
contemporary era, has examined in more detail
the most important contemporary religious
illustrators and analyzed the techniques used
in their works. In this regard, Zohreh Ghayini
(2011) has explained the various methods and
approaches of illustration and the type of its
relationship with the text in her study. Ghayini
and Mohammadi (2002) have also explained
this issue in detail in the ten-volume collection
“History of Iranian Children’s Literature”, using
numerous visual examples, which is consid-
ered a reference and very authoritative book in
this field. Faezeh Mozezi Nademi Nouri (2021)
also examined the scientific-educational as-
pects and its history in her book “Illustrating
Textbooks”, after presenting general informa-
tion about illustration, and analyzed the specif-
ic dimensions of this type of illustration from
the perspective of the relationship with the
text and the audience (especially children and
adolescents). In the field of doctoral theses,
Mohsen Hassanpour (2012) considered cul-
tural identity in the illustrations of elementary
school textbooks in Iran (from 1961 to 2009),
and Parviz Eghbali (2011) also studied the re-
lationship between image and text in the illus-
tration of children’s storybooks in Iran (from
1961 to 2009). In addition, Zahra Shabani
(2009) analyzed the content of religious les-
son plans for elementary school students in a
study based on different historical periods. In
the field of publications, Majid Borbour (2010)
published a detailed analysis of religious illus-
tration in the journal “Children’s Month Book”.
Also, researchers such as Behnoosh Asghari
(2002) and Habibollah Lezgi (2007) have paid
attention to religious illustrations in children’s
books, and Nematollah Musapour (2011) has
also analyzed the content of elementary school
religious books in an article. Other available
sources include a pamphlet published by the
“Educational Research and Planning Organiza-
tion” (2000), which contains relatively useful
material, and the research of Mahya Tolo Kian
(2011). In addition, Majid Zakeri (2003) has
discussed and exchanged views on this issue in
a meeting attended by Nooruddin Zarrin Kalak,
Jamaluddin Akrami, Atiyeh Markazi, and Roya
Bijani
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In summary, a study of previous research shows
that few studies have addressed the develop-
ments in illustrations in religious textbooks for
children and adolescents over the past century.
Accordingly, the present research aims to iden-
tify the status of this specific type of illustration
from the Qajar era to the present, based on ex-
isting documents and visual sources, and to in-
terpret and evaluate its developments in terms
.of visual style and execution method

Research Methodology .3

The present study is “applied” in terms of its
purpose; meaning that its results can be used
by illustrators and art directors in the process
of illustrating textbooks, especially religious
texts. In terms of methodology, this research is
of the “combined” type (quantitative and qual-
itative). In the sections that study and analyze
the status of illustration in religious textbooks,
the research approach is mainly “qualitative”;
while in the sections based on citing experts’
opinions, due to reliance on a specific statisti-
cal population, the “quantitative” method has
been used. The sources and data of this re-
search have been collected in two ways: library
and field. The field part of the research includes
searching the archive of lithographic books of
the Golestan Palace Museum Library, the ar-
chive of lithographic books of the University of
Tehran Library, and the archive of the special-
ized library of “the Educational Research and
Planning Organization”; This process was car-
ried out with the aim of identifying and captur-
.ing images of the books discussed in this study

Findings .4

Characteristics of the first period of illustration:
From the early Qajar to 1276, three groups of il-
lustrations were formed, including: Eid-making
- single-leaf papers - school books, in which the
dominance of traditionalism is evident. In this
period, which is related to the first institutions
of children’s education in Iran, it began in terms
of time from the late Qajar period and contin-
ued until the early Pahlavi period: The domi-
nant visual style of traditionalism is an imita-
tion of the methods of painting and coffeehouse
painting, which can be seen in many examples
in lithographic books for adults before chil-
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dren’s books. It generally lacks color and shad-
.ing surfaces, and its dominant element is line

Characteristics of the second period of illus-
tration: In 1276 AH. The illustrations of text-
books of this period mostly include a collection
of Folk Art works made of woodblock prints.
These relief prints work showed martial, musi-
cal, religious themes, and sometimes scenes of
daily life. It was given to schoolchildren and as
a gift. This folk art has existed since the time of
the Zand dynasty and its history dates back to
.the late 12th century AH and perhaps earlier

Characteristics of illustration in the third pe-
riod: From 1345 to 1357 AH, an independent
book of religious was introduced teachings for
each grade. The size of the books became larg-
er. In terms of visual coherence, the entire book
has a unified personality and spirit. Although
it lacks variety in visual creativity and execu-
tion techniques and the use of different ideas
and new compositions. The primary weakness
of religious books until 1358 was the absence
of illustrations. Another problem is the lack of
use of color to beautify the pages and facilitate
Jearning

Characteristics of Illustrations of the Fifth Peri-
od: From 1378 to 1400 AH, the text and images
underwent a fundamental transformation. The
name of the books changed to Hadiyeh-haye
Aseman. The volume of content was small, the
volume of images was large, and the size of the
books increased to 20 x 28 centimeters. The
cover designs became mainly attractive and in-
novative. The title and index pages, etc., were
childish designs and illustrations, the books
became more visual, and the inner pages were
also filled with images, shapes, and patterns.
The more visual the books became, the more
attractive they became, but the quality of the
images was decisive in the effectiveness of their
.educational role

Conclusion .5

The results of the research show that the first
illustrations were generally published inde-
pendently of bound volumes and specific di-
mensions in the form of Eid-e-Sazi and sin-
gle-page prints with school themes. After that,
Black-and-white lithography and monochrome
prints were gradually replaced and religious,
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moral and educational themes were consid-
ered. Although not much success was achieved
in illustration and it is seen to a limited extent
in the text, it lacked visual appeal. Major de-
velopments from the beginning of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran onwards are formed with
the use of multi-color prints and the creation
of independent books with cover designs that
are dominated by youthful aesthetic. Anoth-
er fundamental change occurred in 1999 with
the change in the country’s educational system
policies, which included changing the name of
the book to Hadiyeh-haye Aseman, the use of
diverse and multi-colored prints, the enlarge-
ment of the book’s dimensions that correspond
to the child’s age group, and the use of a large
number of images compared to the accompa-
nying text, which led to the promotion of teach-
.ing religious topics to children and adolescents
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