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Abstract

Before the arrival of printing industry to Iran, media production in both written and visual language were limited
to royal court and it was mainly directed to manual execution that had limited number due to the slow production
process. After the evolution of Iran in Qajar era and the arrival of printing industry to the country, the process
of producing graphic works changed and signal traditional process turned into mass number. Beginning of Reza
Shah’s reign and entering to the new political, social period and also renovation of the Iran stretched up to 1340
AH. The presence of immigrant graphic designers such as Napoleon, Mushegh Sarvarian and Fredrik Thalberg has
been the most important factor in evolution of graphic design in the years of 1300 to 1320 AH. The main question
of the research is: Which people played a role in formation of the modern graphic in Iran in decade of the 20s and
30s after these immigrant artists? The result of this research which is based on analytical and descriptive meth-
ods shows that activities of artists such as Mushegh Abrahamian, Hayek Ojaghian, Mahmoud Javadipour; Mohsen
Dolou, Buyuk Ahmari, Mohammad Bahrami, Hooshang Kazemi, Boris Asirian, Hormoz Vahid and Parviz Kalantari
have played a key role in the formation and improvement of this art in the 20s and 30s decade. Although some of
these artists became famous in the 40s decade, they have been introduced in this research due to beginning their
activities during this time and having key roles in formation and improvement of the graphics.
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1. Introduction

Graphicdesignin today’s style was formed in Iran at
the beginning of the 13th century, at the same time
with introduction of lithography; the source of the
contemporary graphic design of Iran can be found
with a glance at the history of the Iranian publica-
tions. The first Iranian illustrated newspaper (Gov-
ernment against Iran) was published in the year of
1236 AH. Calligrapher and illustrator of this news-
paper, Abu’l- Hasan Sani al-Mulk, can be considered
as the first Iranian modern graphic designer. At that
time, no artist had specifically allocated his career
as a graphic. Years later, two Armenian designer
brothers named Napoleon, Mushegh Sarvarian and
then a Swedish immigrant named Fredrik Thalberg
who lived in Iran, presented different designing.
With the publication of newspapers, literatures and
formation advertising atelier, a suitable situation
was created for activities of artists and illustrators,
but the establishment of Faculty of Fine Arts in the
year of 1319 AH established the formation of mod-
ern graphic in Iran. In this research, we try to study
and analyze the hidden layers and dark parts of the
history of Iranian graphic design in the 20s and 30s
decade through introducing the prominent artists.

2. Research Review

Related to this research, no organized and compre-
hensive resources in Farsi or Latin, as a reference
source in the field of graphic of Iran that analyzes
and considers the formation of this art and provides
the comprehensive information, were found. Howev-
er, this study and review resulted via familiarization
with books, theses and useful articles that were help-
ful to understand and gain the main topics. Below are
some of them:

The first work that was collected with the aim of in-
troducing and preserving the history of the Iranian
graphic is a collection named “50 years of Iranian
graphics” that has been complied by Morteza Mo-
mayez. Parviz Tanavoli in the book The History of
Graphic in Iran, Kamran Afshar Mohajer in the book
The History of Graphic Design in Iran and Meraj Ghan-
bari in the book One Hundred Years of Graphic in Teh-
ran have collected works of the first Iranian graphic
designers in order to familiarize the readers with the
history of Iranian graphic and fill the communication
gap with the ancestors in this field. Mohammadreza
Farzad while interviewing with veterans in Iran, has
presented an article titled “Overview of Iranian Com-
mercial Advertising from the Beginning to 1351” in
the 26th issue of magazine Herfeh: Honarmand. Alto-
gether; it can be said no cohesive research has been
done about the considered time.
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3. Research Methodology

The current research is retrospective, in sense
of developmental nature, method and time, and
data and information have been collected through
library sources and reliable web sources. The
most important used image resources are related
to graphic designs works in the 20s, 30s and 40s
in Iran. The statistical population is created a re-
search for famous artists and their works in the
field of graphics of the 20s and 30s.

4. Conclusion

In the present research, the activity of graphic art-
ists in the 20s and 30s was studied. The obtained
results show that the cultural, social and political
changes have been influential on the art during this
period. The economy of Iran stagnated in the year
1320 AH and after occupation of Iran, social and
political conditions have made limited improve-
ment in various fields. Issues related to the econo-
my and production, including graphic and advertis-
ing had not been given space, but due to following
events of the world and modernization, need of us-
ing new media was felt, so books, magazines, news-
papers, telegraph, post, television and also theater;
cinema ad photography got prepared for introduc-
ing graphic art. Napoleon, Mushegh Sarvarian and
Fredrik Thalberg were the first immigrant graph-
ic designers in the year of 1300 to 1320 AH and
they were pioneers in designing posters and signs
in the country. Sarvari brothers established the
first graphic studio in Tehran in the year of 1309.
After them, designers such as Mohammad Bahra-
mi, Buyuk Ahmari, Mahmoud Javadipour, Hayek
Ojaghian,Mushegh Abrahamian, Hooshang Kazemi,
Sadegh Barirani, Mohammadzaman Zamani, Boris
Asirian, Hormoz Vahid and Parviz Kalantari were
active in designing poster, stamp, cover design,
paper money and advertisement design. Graphic
designers established the basis of contemporary
graphic design in Iran by establishing small and big
personal atelier, before establishment of the colleg-
es and formation graphic field. Lalezar Street was
one of the centers of creating graphic design atelier
and advertisement agencies. Arc studio (Bahrami),
(Pars) is one of the first studios in designing mod-
ern graphic design in [ran. Many famous artists and
graphic designers worked in this studio. The estab-
lishment of schools and colleges was a fundamental
factor in providing human resources in the field of
graphic. The Art Academy of Decorative Arts was
the first college that taught specialized courses of
graphic officially. The years of 1330s were time of
experimenting of visual and imaginary manifesta-
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tion in Iran. The results of these activities, establish-
ments and beginnings appeared in the decade from
1340 to 1350.
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