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Abstract

During the period of the Ilkhans, the firstillustrated editions of the Shahnameh were produced and Ferdowsi’s poems
became a basis for illustration. The theme of “Rostam’s Battle with the Div-e Sepid” in Shahnameh of Baysanghari and
Tahmasbi is inspired by Ferdowsi’s poems, which is the same in both versions. But the pictures have differences that
are important due to changes in visual expression.The current research aims to analyze and compare the transfor-
mations of the illustrations of the pictures to reveal the depth of the story. Therefore, it addresses the question of how
the authors of Baisangari and Tahmasbi’s Shahnameh depicted the story of Rostam’s battle with the Div-e Sepid. The
method of analysis in this research is qualitative and the structuralist approach is used based on the theory of trans-
formation. Collecting information is a library method and a tool for recording and viewing The results of this research
show that both images undergo a structural transformation in comparison with Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.In this mat-
ter, reasons such as being influenced by political, military, social and religious norms, as well as the ideological condi-
tions governing the time and context and the personal beliefs of the kings as clients and schools governing painting
have been effective. Also, the personal style of the painters has caused a different perception of Ferdowsi’s story.This
indicates a kind of structural transformation in external and internal factors such as the change of the hateful charac-
ter of the Div-e Sepid into an oppressed and pitiable character and the substitution of Baysunghur Mirza instead of the
character of Rostam and the removal of other demons mentioned in the story in Baysangari’s image. Also, characters
such as Kaykavus and his companions have been removed in Tahmasbi’s painting.
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1.Introduction

After the creation of the Shahnameh, the reproduc-
tion of this literary text which has a fixed and sys-
tematic structure and system, always attracted the
attention of artists.The copies produced during sev-
eral centuries after the writing of the Shahnameh
lacked illustrations.The first illustrated edition of the
Shahnameh was produced during the Ilkhanate peri-
od.Based on this, painters modeled the stories of the
Shahnameh (Pre-Text) in order to create paintings.In
the process of transferring poems to pictures, they
tried to create a comprehensible and clarifying plat-
form for understanding the stories as much as pos-
sible to deal with the main structure and its internal
relationships, which was the result of this flow of an
unbreakable bond between literature and painting.
The story of Rostam’s battle with the Div-e Sepid in
Shahnameh is one of the cases that can be a suitable
background for studying this connection. Two illus-
trations of this story in Shahnameh Baysunghuri
and Tahmasbi, which deal with the story of Khan
VII Rostam, are read and interpreted in combination
between the mind of the artist and the audience. In
this two-way relationship, the presence of the main
author of the story is felt so that the painter and
the audience are the borrowers of his fundamental
thought as the author of the story, who are centuries
away from the poet in terms of time and place and,
accordingly, in terms of the ideological conditions of
the time and context.In the meantime, it is important
to analyze the constant pattern presented in Ferdow-
si’s Shahnameh in the form of early poems and the
changes made in its visual expression in two versions,
and the concept of transformation in the perspective
of structuralism is suitable as a theoretical frame-
work for examining these transformations. Based on
the theory of structuralism, every continuous visual
representation with a time sequence has a common
basis and changes over time due to various reasons.
In other words, if as a default, Ferdowsi’s narratives
are compared to a room, it has a single structure
and a fixed plan that must remain unchanged and
untransformed in all periods and after being trans-
ferred to painting, and if there is a change and trans-
formation, only in external and composition-oriented
factors such as arrangement or coloring should be
used as room furniture so as not to harm the essence
and structure of the story.Thus, the internal factors
of stories must always remain the same in different
versions.

2. Research Methodology
Although valuable researches have been done in the
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field of comparing and analyzing the two mentioned
images, no research has been found that directly
deals with this story based on the concept of trans-
formation and matching the link between the pretext
and the final text.

3. Research Methodology

This article is descriptive and applied research in
terms of method. The collection of information in this
article is by using the library method and recording
and observation. The statistical sample includes the
two images “Rostam’s battle with the Div-e Sepid” in
Baysunghuri and Tahmasbi Shahnameh, which have
the highest amount of transformation and were cho-
sen non-randomly. The method of analysis in this re-
search is qualitative and the structuralist concept of
transformation is used.

4. Research Findings

The results of this research show that both images
undergo a structural transformation in comparison
with Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. In this matter, reasons
such as being influenced by political, military, social
and religious norms, as well as the ideological condi-
tions governing the time and context and the person-
al beliefs of the kings as clients and schools governing
painting have been effective. Also, the personal style
of the painters has caused a different perception of
Ferdowsi’s story.

5. Conclusion

The analysis of the transformation of the written
discourse of Rostam’s battle with the Div-e Sepid in
the Shahnameh as a pre-text in the picture as the fi-
nal text is considered as the basis for a more detailed
understanding and analysis in the study of visual ad-
aptation of literary texts. The results show that the
two images undergo a structural transformation in
matching with the story.In this sense, reasons such
as political, military, social and religious norms, as
well as the ideological conditions governing the time
and context and the personal beliefs of the kings as
commanders and the ruling style of painting (Herat
in Shahnameh Baysangri and Tabriz Il in Shahnameh
Tahmasbi) have been effective.Also, the attitude, in-
terest and personal style of the two illustrators have
caused a different perception of the story in the ap-
pearance of form and content features.This indicates
a kind of structural transformation in external and
even internal factors such as the change of the hate-
ful character of the Div-e Sepid into an oppressed
and pitiable character, or even the replacement of
Baysunghur Mirza in place of Rostam’s character, and
the removal of other demons mentioned in the story
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along with the transfer of the dry nature of Herat
to the lush nature of Mazandaran is replaced by the
Baysunghuri version of the story and the removal of
characters such as KayKavus and his companions in
the Tahmasbi version. As a result, in response to the
main question of the research, it can be stated that
although the painters of the Tahmasbi version were
more faithful to the original story than the Baysun-
ghuri version, the painters of the two versions suf-
fered external and internal structural transformation
in transferring the structural features of the story so
that the images of the paintings under the influence
of components were omitted, reduced, or replaced.
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