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Abstract

Sasanian art is original and progressive and includes a coherent set of images in different scales, from depictions
on stone reliefs to depictions of small and large metal vessels in various forms. In the metal containers of this peri-
od, various depictions including different themes and traditions are manifested. Many studies have been done on
these dishes, but the narrative field of depiction in them has not been studied so far. However, the narratives de-
picted on the metal vessels of this period are very important from the literary, historical and religious point of view
and provide important and practical documents in describing the cultural, religious and historical conditions of
that period. Therefore, these questions are raised: What narratives and themes do the depictions in Sassanid metal
containers contain? And what is the relationship between these traditions and the literary, historical and religious
texts of the Sasanian period? Finding the answers to these questions is the aim of this study. The research method
is descriptive-analytical and the method is collecting library information. By placing the illustrations on the metal
vessels of this period in three categories of literary narratives and themes, historical narratives and themes, and
religious narratives and themes and analyzing the findings, it can be said that the literary narratives and themes in
works such as the story of Bahram and Azadeh, Tree Asurig, Yadgar Zariran and Panche Tantre have been consid-
ered in depicting literary themes on Sassanid metal vessels Also, the narratives of bravery and warfare of the Sas-
sanid kings can be seen both in books such as Ardeshir Babakan’s workbook and in the metal vessels of this period
in the form of illustrations of the hunting and bravery narratives of the Sassanid kings. Finally, the narratives and
religious themes in the book of Avesta and Bandheshen have been taken into consideration in the illustration of
Sasanian metal vessels, including the illustration of the narratives related to the goddesses and their supernatural
powers, the story of creation, and other religious topics.
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1. Introduction

The Sassanid period is the peak period of pre-Islamic
art. The period of Sassanid rule in Iran is one of the
long periods with a vast territory and many surviving
artworks. Among the most important artworks of this
period is its metalwork which is one of the leading
and original arts and industries in the Sassanid peri-
od, playing an important role in the ancient art of Iran.
Sasanian art is an original and progressive art that
includes a coherent set of images in different scales,
from depictions on stone reliefs to depictions of small
and large metal vessels in various forms. In the metal
containers of this period, various depictions including
different themes and traditions are manifested. Many
studies have been done on these dishes, but the nar-
rative field of depiction on them has not been studied
so far. However; the narratives depicted on the metal
vessels of this period are very important from the lit-
erary, historical and religious point of view and pro-
vide important and practical documents in describing
the cultural, religious and historical conditions of that
period. Therefore, the aim of this study is investigat-
ing the traditions and themes engraved on Sassanid
metal vessels and discovering the traditions hidden
in them and these questions are raised: What narra-
tives and themes do the depictions on Sassanid metal
containers contain? And what is the relationship be-
tween these traditions and the literary, historical and
religious texts of the Sasanian period

2. Research Review

There are many studies on the Sassanids and their
artworks, among which the most important ones
are as follows: the book “Iranian metalwork during
the Achaemenid, Parthian and Sasanian periods” by
Gunter (2013) and also the book Seven thousand
years of metalworking art in Iran written by Moham-
mad Taghi Ehsani (2013); these discuss in detail the
history of metalworking art in Iran from ancient times
to the reign of the Safavid dynasty. Also, Karimian and
his colleagues (2013) in the article “Iranian metal-
working art in the transition from the Sassanids to the
Islamic era with reference to archaeological evidence”,
investigated the prominent cultural features of Iran’s
metalworking art in the transition from the Sasani-
ans to the early Islamic centuries and the extent and
how the possible changes in the mentioned courses
are discussed. Khoshkho (2012) in the article “Style,
technique and alloy in the production of metal objects
of the Sasanian period” has studied the metal objects
of this period in detail. Shahbazi Shiran and his col-
leagues (2017) also examined in their article “The ap-
pearances and functions of Anahita, the female god-
dess in ancient Iran” the motifs of Sassanid gold and
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ceramic vessels containing the role of this goddess.
However, none of the past researches, the narratives
contained in the texts of the Sassanid period has dis-
cussed the depiction of this period, which we will look
at in this research from a new perspective.

3. Research Methodology

The method of this study is descriptive-analytical and
it uses documentary library information. The statis-
tical population of the research includes all the met-
alwork vessels of the Sassanid period. However, it is
not possible to examine all the Sassanid metal vessels
in the form of a single study due to the large number
of metal vessels available from this period. Therefore,
in this research, by examining Sassanid metal vessels,
we will place them in three categories: depiction of
literary narratives and themes, depiction of histori-
cal narratives and themes, and depiction of religious
narratives and themes. Finally, due to the limitation of
writing space and based on the degree of importance
of the themes depicted on these dishes, three samples
from each category and a total of nine samples will be
selected and analysed according to the objectives of
the research.

4. Research Findings

In the current research, with a new approach and by
examining the depictions on Sassanid metal vessels
and after analyzing the information and findings of
the research, in response to the question about the
narratives and themes depicted on Sassanid metal
vessels, we can say that the narratives and themes
engraved on Sassanid metal vessels can be classified
into three categories: literary themes and traditions,
historical themes and traditions, and religious themes
and traditions, and the narratives have been illustrat-
ed by a careful examination of the narratives. In re-
sponse to the second question of the research about
the relationship of these illustrations with the literary,
historical and religious texts of the Sassanid period,
the attention of the illustrator artist to the traditions
and details in each of these texts is remarkable. Final-
ly, by placing the illustrations on the metal vessels of
this period in three categories of literary narratives
and themes, historical narratives and themes, and
religious narratives and themes and analyzing the
findings, we can say that the literary narratives and
themes in works such as the stories of “Bahram and
Azadeh”, “Tree Asurig”, “Yadgar Zariran” and “Panche
Tantre” have been considered in depicting literary
themes on Sassanid metal vessels. Also, the narratives
of bravery and warfare of the Sassanid kings can be
seen both in books such as Ardeshir Babakan’s work-
book and in the metal vessels of this period in the
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form of illustrations of the hunting and bravery narra-
tives of the Sassanid kings. Finally, the narratives and
religious themes in the books Avesta and Bandheshen
have been taken into consideration in the illustration
of Sasanian metal vessels, including the illustration
of the narratives related to the goddesses and their
supernatural powers, the story of creation, and other
religious topics.

5. Conclusion

In general, we conclude that the depiction of Sassanid
metal vessels is related to the literary, historical and
religious texts of that period, both in literary and his-
torical themes and traditions and in religious themes
and traditions. It is suggested that more researches
can be conducted on these texts and other illustra-
tions and Sassanid texts, so that their intertextual
relationships can be revealed by examining them in
more detail.
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Narrative analysis of the depiction of Sassanid metal vessels
based on written texts of this period Y I\
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